
Table 5-4 

CURRENT RECYCLING (PERCENT) 

SOURCE SEPARATION PROGRAMS CNTY AG AT PR GB MB PB SLO 

Drop-Off Centers 1.4 .5 1.2 1.6 .2 2.8 O. l 2.5 
Buy-Back Centers 3.0 1.2 4.0 3.4 7.3 5.1 0.6 3.2 

Curbside Recycling 1.4 l.3 .7 1.7 1.8 2.5 l.2 2.7 
Total 5.8 3.0 5.9 6.7 9.3 10.4 l.9 8.4 

.5...2..22 SRRE - RECYCLING - PLANNED PROGRAMS LISTING 

The recycling activities planned are shown in Table 5-4. The activities have been categorized into two programs, Source 
Separation Programs and Mixed Waste Programs. 

Table 5-5 

RECYCLING ACTIVITIES PLANNED 

SOURCE SEPARATION PROGRAMS 

Drop-Off Centers 

Buy-Back Centers 

Single-Family Curbside Recycling 

Multi-Unit Recycling 

Commercial Collection 

Office Paper Recycling 

MIXED WASTE RECOVERY PROGRAMS 

Landfill Salvaging 

Materials Recovery or Processing Facility 
Gov't Procurement of Recycled Goods 

X - denotes jurisdiction responsible for program 
x - program contained in jurisdiction's SRRE 

IWMA 

X 

~ SRRE - Recycling - Programs Descdptions 

CNTY AG 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X X 

X 

X 

X 

SRRE - Recycling - Programs Descriptions - Source Separation Programs 

AT 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

PR GB MB PB SLO 

X X X X X 

X X X X X 

X X X X X 

X X X X X 

X X X X X 

X X X X X 

X 

X X X X X 

X X X X X 

l. Drop-Off Centers. Drop-off centers receive materials donated by the public. Drop-off centers are typically the least 
expensive to establish. They can accept one material (newspaper being the most common) or a full range of 
materials including newspapers, corrugated cartons, high-grade papers, glass, aluminum/tin/bimetal cans, scrap 
metal, and other materials, depending on local market conditions. Targeted drop-off programs can be developed to 
enhance recycling opportunities at special events or at schools, beaches, and tourist attractions. 

2. Buy-Back Centers. Buy-back centers purchase recyclables directly from the public and from commercial 
businesses. AB 2020 Certified Redemption Centers are classified as buy-back centers. The buy-back system 
provides an economic incentive to the public and can recover significant portions of the waste stream that may not 
otherwise be recycled. Buy-back centers often target aluminum cans because of their higher sales value and 

\iwma\sum\pdsum.doc 10/5/95 Summary Plan 

Vfl-5-10 



resulting profit margin. Newspaper, glass, corrugated cartons, plastics, aluminum/tin/bimetal cans, scrap metal, and 
high-grade paper are other materials often purchased at buy-back centers. 
Buy-back centers must be staffed at regular hours. Weighing, processing, marketing, management, and 
bookkeeping operations require full-time employees, with the number of employees proportional to the tonnage of 
recyclables. Buy-back centers are more labor- and equipment-intensive than drop-off programs and may require 
magnetic separators and flattener/blowers for cans as well as glass crushers, balers for paper and corrugated cartons, 
forklifts, computer pay-out systems, and trucking capabilities. 

3. Mobile Buy-Back Operations. This alternative is similar to the buy-back alternative because it also purchases 
recyclables directly from the public. However, it uses a vehicle and/or trailer for all customer transactions and 
materials storage required during operations. Mobile buy-backs can be used in areas where land use patterns and 
population density rates are insufficient to warrant a full-time buy-back. The mobile buy-back concept allows 
maximum use of equipment and personnel and extends recycling opportunities to remote areas that would not 
usually have access to recycling services. 

4. 

A pilot study is being performed by the California Department of Conservation (DOC) to assess the benefits of this 
program. At this time mobile buy-backs are not certified by the DOC, and not allowed to pay redemption value to 
the public. However, the program was chosen for review in this report because of its potential suitability to many 
areas in San Luis Obispo County. 

Curbside RecycHn~ Pro~ams. Curbside recycling involves the scheduled collection of recyclables which residents 
place at their curbs. Curbside collection provides the maximum convenience to residents and, compared to drop-off 
and buy-back centers, consistently recovers the highest tonnage of recyclables from the residential waste stream. 

Several operating features affect the diversion potential of curbside recycling, and few programs are entirely alike. 
Factors such as the number and type of materials collected, the frequency of collection, the amount of commingling 
of material types allowed, and the degree of publicity and public education can affect program performance. 
Although it increases program costs, the practice of providing storage containers to households has become more 
prevalent, because containers encourage participation. 

Collection routes are typically serviced by a one-person crew in a vehicle equipped with compartments to hold 
separated materials. An array of balers, magnetic separators, can densifiers, and conveyor sorting lines are used at 
processing facilities for the curbside-collected materials. 

Curbside recycling involves extensive program management, material collection, material processing, and 
promotion. Capital costs usually include vehicles, household containers, a storage site, and processing equipment. 
Operating costs are dominated by high labor and transportation outlays as well as amortization of debt and 
promotion costs. Sale of materials generates revenues, but the major economic benefit is often the avoided cost of 
landfilling. Revenues from the sale of the materials collected in curbside programs are rarely, if ever, sufficient to 
cover the program costs. 

5. Multi-Unit Residential Recycjjn~ Pro~ams. Collecting recyclables from multi-unit residential buildings is similar to 
curbside recycling collection in that it provides a convenient means for households to recycle. However, there are 
significant operating differences between curbside collection and collection from multi-unit buildings. 

Placing recyclables at curbside is not practical for most residents of apartment buildings, condominium complexes, 
or other high-density dwellings. Because of storage constraints for recyclables in apartments, most storage takes 
place in centralized locations, such as the disposal areas. The storage containers for the recyclables are typically 
used by several households, must be accessible to both the residents and the collection vehicle, and may require an 
automated collection vehicle to empty the containers. 

Although multi-unit programs are often considered distinct from curbside recycling programs, levels of coordination 
can exist between curbside and Multi-Unit recycling programs, including processing, marketing, and shared use of 
equipmenl 
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6. 

7. 

8. 

Commercial Source Separation Pro~ms. Many types of commercial establishments offer opportunities for source 
separation recyclihg because of the high concentrations of recyclables found in their discarded materials. 
Historically, the presence of commercial recycling programs has been highly dependent on market prices and on 
private entrepreneurial efforts. However, in the Jast several years, local governments have been working with 
private industry to implement full-scale commercial source separation recycling programs. 

Commercial Collection. The material most often targeted for commercial source separation collection is corrugated 
cardboard, one of the largest components of the commercial waste stream that can be readily recycled. Many 
generators of corrugated containers have ongoing recovery programs. Nevertheless, there often remains a 
significant amount of unrecovered corrugated cardboard in the commercial waste stream, depending on the 
concentration of commercial and manufacturing businesses in the community. 

The collection of glass containers, especially from bars and restaurants, is also becoming a major focus of 
commercial recycling efforts. This is particularly true in California, where the glass industry is actively promoting 
the concept. Other materials collected are metals, plastics, textiles, and oils, usually by scrap dealers who have mad~ 
arrangements with large waste generators. The main potential for increased recovery will be with the smaller 
generators, such as convenience markets or small retail outlets. 

Office Paper Recovery. The recovery of high-grade papers, such as white ledger paper and computer printouts, 
represents an important recycling opportunity. Office paper recycling at the desk started primarily in the public 
sector, spurred by federal programs in the late 1970s. Since then several large businesses and paper manufacturers, 
in addition to many smaller operators, have entered the office paper recycling field. 

In addition to the public sector, office paper recycling programs are becoming more prevalent in the educational, 
utility, banking, and insurance sectors. At-the-desk recovery programs are less frequently provided to small offices 
because of lower office paper volumes. Multi-tenant office building programs are also less common because of the 
relative difficulty in coordinating unrelated tenants. 

SRRE - Recycling - Program Descriptions - Mixed Waste Recovery Program 

2. 

Material Reuse/Recoyecy Operations. Material reuse/recovery operations are a hybrid of traditional drop-off centers 
and landfill salvage operations which are operated in conjunction with material recovery and floor-sort facilities. 
The increasing need for waste reduction and material reuse activities prompts the need for reuse/recovery operations. 
Reuse/recovery operations are usually located at transfer stations and landfill facilities, and usually target the 
uncompacted self-haul fraction of the residential and commercial waste streams. In areas where landfill space is at a 
premium, waste management agencies may require that targeted recoverable materials be separated prior to 
landfilling. 

One version of a material reuse/recovery operation would require all drivers of uncompacted self-haul loads arriving 
at County hmdfills or a future transfer station/MRF to separate and place recyclable and reusable materials in 
designated containers prior to disposing of the remaining nontargeted materials. The program operator then sorts, 
stores, and transfers recovered materials to available markets. 

Diyersjon at the Landfill. Diversion of recoverable materials, such as ferrous and nonferrous metals, white goods, 
and other marketable materials, is common practice at many land.fills. Materials that are deposited at the working 
face of a landfill are examined and any materials with recyclable or reuse value are separated from the other 
materials which are then buried in the landfill. This alternative is labor intensive, and usually requires minimal 
equipment other than storage containers, and shared use of the rolling equipment (tractor, bulldozer, or loader) 
already used at the tipping face of the landfill. 

As with other manual materials recovery operations, the types of materials targeted generally depend upon the 
availability of markets or other outlets for the materials, and their availability and quality in the loads which are 
received. Landfill diversion may use existing workers or be contracted to private firms or individuals (both are 
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common practices). The County will work closely with the landfill operator if this program is to be implemented. 
Landfill salvaging has been attempted at Cold Canyon Landfill in the past by a private out-of-county firm and is 
practiced on a very limited scale at the other County landfills. 

3. Floor-Sort Recovery (manual). The floor-sort recovery system involves several workers who manually pick through 
loads that have been emptied onto a designated working area of a transfer station or landfill. In many cases front
end loaders are used to assist with the recovery operation. Floor-sort recovery operations typically target 
uncompacted loads of material such as debris boxes and self-hauled material, and are often used in conjunction with 
a public disposal area. Although floor-sort operations most often target uncompacted loads, they can also be used to 
recover material from select commercial packer loads that contain a high percentage of recoverable materials. To 
service the unincorporated areas of the County, a floor-sort recovery program could be cooperatively developed at a 
site in the North or South County wastesheds. 

The floor-sort consists of a tipping area where targeted loads are dumped and sorted manually into bins for the 
temporary storage of recovered material. The types of materials targeted would depend upon the types of materials 
received and the availability of markets or other outlets for the materials. In general, wood, soil and other inerts, 
metals, and cardboard materials may be among the major focus of recovery efforts. Rejects from the system would 
be transferred to the landfill for disposal. These systems, which are also commonly referred to as recycling pad 
operations, can be implemented at existing transfer stations or landfills or in conjunction with more mechanized 
material recovery operations. Because floor-sort systems target specific loads with significant quantities of 
recoverable materials, an effective system for identifying target loads entering the facility must be developed. 

4. Materials Recovery Facility fmechanjcal). In a Materials Recovery Facility (MRF), mixed discards are usually 
roughly sorted to remove large or undesirable materials and then placed on a conveyor belt. The conveyor moves 
the material to a picking area (station) where workers pull off recyclables and place them in temporary storage bins 
for further processing, baling, or shipping to market. Sometimes additional conveyors may be incorporated into the 
system to move recyclables to the baling infeed system. Another approach is to remove contaminants and leave the 
primary component -- usually mixed paper -- on the belt. This is most effective when the feed material is very rich 
in the primary component and contamination is not excessive. To service San Luis Obispo County, a MR.F could be 
cooperatively developed at a site in the North or South County wastesheds. 

In addition to hand-picking materials from the belt, mechanical sorting equipment such as magnetic or air vacuum 
equipment can also be used in MRF operations. MRFs may process between 200 and 1,000 tons per day (TPD) and 
can be constructed in modules to allow for increases in the average tonnage processing requirements of a facility. 
Recovery efficiency depends greatly on the type of incoming discards, the target materials, and the type of 
operation. 

Typically, a MRF works best in locations where sufficient tonnage volume is available. This increases the cost
effectiveness of process operations because the primary revenue for operators is tipping fees, not revenue generated 
from the sale of recovered materials. Flow control agreements are usually required to ensure that the MR.F can meet 
project finance requirements set by lenders: 

Usually jurisdictions agree in concept to participate in a multi-jurisdictional arrangement with other interested 
jurisdictions to develop and implement a conceptual master plan for this type of system. Typically, a lead agency or 
a designated waste management authority assumes responsibility for the development, design, construction, and 
operation of a multi-jurisdictional processing system. 

Selective routing of mixed waste colJection vehicles contributes to enhanced material recovery operations efficiency. 
The degree to which material can be feasibly and economically recovered from a mixed load is directly related to 
both the quantity and the quality of materials in a specific load. Haulers can organize the collection routes so that 
accounts with significant amounts of high-quality (minimally contaminated) target materials are collected on distinct 
routes. Accounts known to contain significant quantities of contaminants, such as restaurants, food processors, and 
other businesses that contain wet or otherwise undesirable materials, can be kept separate. Customer storage 
requirements can also be modified in conjunction with selective routing to increase the availability of high-quality 
materials. 
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It should be noted that a MRF can be designed to incorporate all the recovery capabilities ascribed to both the 
material reuse/recovery operations and the floor-sort recovery system described earlier. It is assumed that selection 
ofa MRF would preclude selection of the other two systems. 

San Luis Obispo County may choose to develop mixed materials recovery capability over time. At first, the 
facilities could serve as Intermediate Processing Centers (IPCs) which process mixed recyclables from curbside 
collection programs. As the need for additional recovery increases, floor-sort capability could be added, to process 
clean commercial loads. By the year 2000, it is possible that the County will need to process the mixed waste 
stream. Picking lines with conveyors as well as mechanical equipment for increasing recovery capabilities could be 
added to the facilities to process mixed loads. This approach aJlows for introduction of emerging technologies and 
equipment over time. 

5. Local Government Pro~ms to Procure Recycled Products. State law now allows local· governments to establish 
price preferences and to define the amount of that preference. National studies have shown that in practice, even 
when 5 to 10 percent price preferences are offered, actual prices paid for recycled paper are lower. 

The bidding process can be modified to reduce costs for suppliers of preferred material by offering longer contracts 
and smaller bid groupings that are specific to subgrades of a particular material, such as paper. Suppliers of recycled 
materials may then compete more easily on a cost basis with suppliers of virgin materials. Preferences for durability 
or ease of repair could be applied to vehicles and to office equipment and other machinery to increase the useful life 
of these purchases. 

Procurement policies encouraging the use of goods made with post-consumer materials do not achieve any diversion 
credit for the implementing jurisdiction. It is critical, however, that San Luis Obispo County have a strong recycled 
material procurement commitment to demonstrate and promote the use of recycled products. Without such a 
commitment, San Luis Obispo County will be neglecting an important opportunity to encourage markets for 
recovered materials. San Luis Obispo County currently gives up to IO percent price preference for the purchase or 
recycled paper. The County prints all business cards on recycled stock. Additionally, the County is developing a 
comprehensive procurement policy . 

.5...2..2A SRRE - Recycling - Targerod Materials 

San Luis Obispo County has targeted the following specific waste types for recycling diversion programs: 

Paper 

Corrugated containers 
• Mixed paper 
• Newspaper 
• Other paper 

Plastics 
• HOPE containers 
• PET containers 

Glass 
• Refillable glass 
• CA redemption value glass 
• Other recyclable glass 

\iwma\sum\pdsum.doc 10/5/95 Summary Plan 

VII-5-14 



Metals 
• Aluminum cans 
• Bi-metal containers 
• Ferrous/tin metals 
• Nonferrous metals 

Other Organics 
• Textiles 

5.2.2.5 SRRE - Recycling - Planned Contingency Measures 

I. The regulations call for a description of measures to be taken if circumstances prevent jurisdictions from satisfying the 
requirements of the 1995 and 2000 diversion goals. Listed below are examples of programs which could serve to 
further improve source reduction in the event that existing programs do not meet the diversion goals. 

I . Examine how disposal materials can be replaced with reusable products and how governmental office practices can be 
modified to produce less waste. 

2. Investigate the feasibility and implement the corresponding program to establish a countywide waste exchange for 
governmental departments 

3. Develop a countywide source reduction pilot project. 
4. Identify reasons for lack or private sector participation and consider implementing mandatory measures. 
5. Review voluntary efforts by businesses and the public to determine the need to institute mandatory programs. 
6. Evaluate the effectiveness of economic incentives and consider methods of increasing the availability. 
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5.2.3 SRRE- Composting 

Composting is a solid waste management option that can significantly reduce the amount of waste the jurisdictions must 
landfill. Composting -is defined as controlled biological decomposition that converts raw organic matter into a stabilized 
humus product. The potential for composting to help San Luis Obispo County meet the AB 939 waste diversion goal of 50 
percent can be appreciated by taking a look at San Luis Obispo County's waste characterization: compostable organic 
materials comprise about 6.3 percent by weight of the total waste stream. While the diversion of all these materials is not 
practical, many of these materials are reasonably easy to segregate from municipal solid waste (MSW). This section 
discusses how composting is included· in San Luis Obispo County's strategy to reach or exceed the legislated goals of 25 
percent diversion by 1995 and 50 percent diversion by the year 2000 . 

.52.ll SRRE - Composting - Current Program Listing 

In the unincorporated county, the Rossi Transportation Company, of Templeton, transports 5,200 tons per year of horse 
manure from horse stables to mushroom growers in Monterey County. 

In Morro Bay, Rock Solid Recycling is currently collecting and composting yard debris for residential customers. Grass, 
leaves, plant waste, branches and brush as well as wood materials and lumber are collected. The City of Paso Robles is 
operating a curbside greenwaste program. The garbage hauler collects residential curbside greenwaste, including lawn 
clippings, leaves, weeds and small twigs, twice a month. This greenwaste is transported to Rossi Transportation Composting 
Facility in Tem.pleton for composting and retail as landscape material and mulch. 

The other jurisdictions do not have formal composting programs. Any composting is limited and has not been not been 
quantified. 

Table 5-5 

SRRE- COMPOSTING- 1995 PLANNED PROGRAM LISTING (PERCENn 

Yard debris composting: CNTY AG AT PR GB MB PB SLO 

• Yard debris 4.9 6.5 4.4 3.9 6.6 5.8 7.4 5.8 
• Wood debris 0.3 0.4 0.7 0.6 0.4 0.3 0.4 0.6 
• Manure 7.8 0.2 0.0 0 0.2 0.0 0.2 0 
• Miscellaneous organics 0.6 0.5 0.5 0.6 0.5 0.6 0.6 0.4 
• Other organics 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.1 

Total 13.6 7.6 5.6 5.1 7.7 6.7 8.6 7.0 

Table 5-6 

SRRE - COMPOSTING - 2000 PLANNED PROGRAM LISTING (PERCENn 
Source-separated organics composting: CNTY AG AT PR GB MB PB SLO 

• Yard debris 5.7 7.6 5.1 4.4 7.6 6.5 8.6 6.7 
• Wood debris 0.3 0.4 0.7 0.6 0.4 0.3 0.4 0.6 
• Food debris 3.3 5.0 2.6 4.3 5.1 3.2 4.2 5.5 
• Mixed paper 3.6 4.5 5.1 6.9 4.6 3.7 4.2 5.3 
• Contaminated paper I. I 1.2 1.0 1.8 1.3 1.3 1.4 1.4 
• Manure 7.8 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.2 0 
• Miscellaneous organics 0.9 0.8 0.8 I.I 0.9 l.l 1.0 0.7 
• Other organics 0.3 0.4 0.5 1.0 0.5 0.4 0.5 0.6 
Total 23.0 20.1 15.8 20.1 20.6 16.5 20.5 20.8 
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5.2.3.2 SRRE - Composting - Program Descriptions 

SRRE - Composting- Program Descriptions - Yard Debris 

Source-separated yard debris is collected from both residential and commercial generators on a dedicated route and taken to the 
composting site(s). A pilot program should test co-collection of yard debris with the normal trash run. Homeowners, 
landscapers, and other businesses may also haul yard debris to the composting facility or landfill. Transfer trailers are used to 
transport the compost from the landfill to the compost site. An outside windrow composting method would likely be adequate. 
The yard debris could also be used as a bulking agent for municipal sludge composting. 

The yard debris composting program will focus on and divert the majority of yard debris generated in the jurisdictions. A 
small portion of manure and other organics will also be composted. A pilot program, starting in 1995 will test a colJection 
system and facility technology and expand into a full-scale program by 1996. 

Because the waste management industry is growing increasingly sophisticated in its approach to collection of source-separated 
wastes, it is premature for the jurisdictions to commit itself to a specific collection option. For the purpose of developing 
needed data for this plan, however, a collection system has been assumed. This assumed plan will be considered by the 
jurisdictions for implementation. However, the jurisdictions are committed to further analysis which will determine the actual 
collection system to be selected. The assumed composting program services residentia! and commercial accounts, providing 
residences with 90 gallon rolling containers and commercial accounts with 3 yard dumpsters. Automated packer trucks will 
collect residential accounts at least once-a-month and commercial accounts at least twice-a-month on dedicated routes. The 
yard debris will be hauled directly to a composting facility, where the material will be shredded and composted in windrows. 
The windrows will be turned by a specialized compost turner or a bucket loader and screened to produce a uniform, finished 
product 

Commercial, industrial, and self-haulers will be encouraged either through ordinances or rate incentives to deliver clean loads 
of yard debris to the composting facility. The composting facility will accept other, clean organic materials such as grape 
pumice and animal manure as long as the facility pennit or product quality are not jeopardized. Local and regional markets 
will be developed and cooperative marketing arrangements with other jurisdictions will be investigated. Wood debris from 
recycling collection programs will be diverted to composting if needed to obtain 25 percent diversion by I 995. Otherwise, 
wood debris will be shredded and sold as fuel, and only the fines ( l O percent) will be composted. 

SRRE - Composting - Program Descriptions - Source Separated Organics 

Source-separated food and yard debris are either co-collected with trash or collected separately on a dedicated route. These 
materials are composted to produce a clean, agricultural grade compost. Mixed and "other" paper (wet or otherwise non
marketable) is collected with the recyclables and co-composted with sewage sludge. If sewage sludge composting is not 
desired, paper can be collected and co-composted with the yard and food debris. The composting process would be similar to 
that for MSW. 

This program has the potential to divert a sizable portion of the waste stream. However, its exact form should not be decided 
until the former yard debris program is evaluated. The recommendation is to participate in a multi-jurisdictional study and 
pilot project to explore the collection options and identify efficiencies and constraints. While the jurisdiction's emphasis on 
source separation of organics may require substantial preliminary study and effort, it is likely to preclude later marketing 
problems. 

SRRE - Composting - Program Descriptions - Municipal Solid Waste Composting 

Organic materials such as food scraps, yard debris, dirt, and wet or non-marketable paper and cardboard are mechanically or 
hand separated at a MRF. Some contaminants may be passed through to the composting process, where an attempt is made to 
screen them out after composting. These residuals are landfilled. Source separation may not be required, the collection system 
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remains unchanged, and the composting technology would likely be in-vessel or fully enclosed. Municipal sludge and septage 
could be co-composted with the MSW organics. 

~ SRRE - Composting - Planned Contingency Measures 

Section 18736.4.(b) of the AB 939 regulations calls for a description of the measures to be taken if uneconomical market 
conditions or other unfavorable conditions prevent the participating jurisdictions from satisfying the requirements of the 1995 
and 2000 diversion goals. Marketing objectives are listed below that will significantly improve the marketability of compost 
products. The marketing plan strives to attain the highest and best use for the compost products, but would resort to any 
beneficial use qualifying for diversion credit, including: 

l. Use of compost as daily or final landfill cover material (pennit required). 
2. Reclamation of impacted land, such as gravel pits, construction sites, or eroded hillsides. 
3. Marginal agricultural land improvement projects. 

Subsidized large-scale application to local farmland. According to recent studies, the nutrient value of compost will more than 
offset its application cost. However, if compost supply exceeds demand, municipalities could pay for the transportation of the 
compost to the farm sites. 

Contingency measures may be required if the compost program diversion objectives are not being met. These may include 
more frequent product quality monitoring and broader quality control measures, and measures to ensure that the target 
collection rate for the yard debris is met through such means as: 

1. Increasing the frequency and co~venience of the collection program. 
2. Passing ordinances either banning yard debris from the landfill or requiring source. separation by residents and 

businesses. 
3. Creating (more) economic incentive for source separation through variable rates. 
4. Reviewing the compost processing to identify opportunities to decrease the residue rate and thereby increase the 

tonnage diverted. 

-5..2..M SRRE - Composting - Marketing Strategies 

1. Development and dissemination of a brochure infonning residents and businesses how to participate in the collection 
program. 

2. Multi-media press releases promoting the program. 
3. Competent staff to organize promotion effort, answer questions via "hot line," and conduct presentations at schools and 

public meetings. 
4. Market Development. 
5. Develop and disseminate promotipnal material to prospective end-users. 
6. Organize product demonstrations. 
7. Work with targeted end-users such as the jurisdiction's Public Works Department, landscapers and nurseries to 

encourage use of products. 
8. Organize a C?operative marketing effort with other jurisdictions to tap large and/or outside markets . 

.52..M SRRE - Composting - Targeted Materials 

San Luis Obispo County has targeted the following specific waste types for composting diversion programs: 

Yard Debris 
• Grass/leaves/prunings 
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Other Organics 
• Wood debris 
• Food debris 

5.2.4 SRRE-Special Waste 

The Special Waste Component for San Luis Obispo County identifies existing handling and disposal practices, reviews 
methods to minimize the hazardous potential of the wastes, describes waste diversion activities, evaluates potential waste 
diversion programs, and recommends specific programs to help San Luis Obispo County achieve the waste diversion 
mandates of AB 939. 

This Special Waste Component examines certain wastes that require special handling and disposal. A special waste is 
defined by the California Integrated Waste Management Board (CfWMB) to include "any hazardous waste listed in Section 
66740 of Title 22 of the California Code of Regulations, or any waste that has been classified as a special waste pursuant to 
Section 66744 of Title 22 of the California Code of Regulations, or which has been granted a variance for the purpose of 
storage, transportation, treatment, or disposal by the Department of Health Services pursuant to Section 663 10 of Title 22 
of the California Code of Regulations." In addition, special waste includes any waste that, at its source of generation, 
contains physical, chemical, or biological conditions that require special handling or disposal. AB 939 requires that ash, 
sewage sludge, industrial sludge, asbestos, shredder waste, auto bodies, and other special wastes be included in the list of 
special wastes examined. For San Luis Obispo County, other special wastes discussed in this component include 
construction and demolition debris, tires, and white goods. 
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.5..2.A..1 SRRE - Special Waste - Current Programs 
Table 5-7 

SUMMARY OF EXISTING SPECIAL WASTE ACTMTIES AND DIVERSION PROGRAM NEEDS 
Special Waste Percent of Total Current Recycling Current Disposal Method Need for a Diversion Program 

Waste Activities 

Friable asbestos Not disposed of in Recycling options are Friable asbestos debris lS No diversion program was reviewed 
landfill not currently available. delivered to permitted landfills. because the material is disposed of in 

perrrl!tted landfills and recycling is not 
feasible. 

Ash Negligible. No recycling activities SLO: No ash is generated in the SLO: No diversion program was 
are occurnng. city. reviewed because no ash is generated. 

AG, AT, PR, GB, MB, PB, AG, AT, PR, GB, MB, PB, CNTY: 
CNTY: Ash that is generated is No diversion program was reviewed 
sent to landfill. because of minimal quantity of ash 

generated. 
Auto bodies Not disposed of in Scrap material IS Auto shredding companies Aut~s are not typically disposed in the 

landfill recovered. transfer crushed auto bodies from landfill; therefore, no diversion program 
the County. needed. 

Shredder waste Shredder waste ll1 Shredder waste lS not Shredder waste is not generated. Shredder waste IS not generated; 
not generated. generated therefore, no diversion program 

needed. 
Construction AG: 21.9% Most asphalt and Debris that is not diverted lS Asphalt, concrete, and sheetrock 
and demolition AT: 18.5% concrete is being used delivered to the landfill. recycling alternatives will be examined 
debris PR: 14.2% in construction grading, because the debris is bulky and can 

GB: 21.1% erosion control, or as easily be targeted for recovery. 
MB: 24% clean fill. 
PB: 23.4% 
SLO: 19.6% 
CNTY:27.6% 
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Table 5-7 ( continued) 

SUMMARY OF EXISTING SPECIAL WASTE ACTIVITIES AND DIVERSION PROGRAM NEEDS (continued) 
Special Waste Percenl of Total Current Recycling Current Disposal Method Need for a Diversion Program 

Waste Activities 

Sewage sludge Not disposed of in Most of the sludge is Sludge IS dried and may be AG, AT, GB, MB, PB, SLO, CNTY: 
landfill used for land reused as fertilizer and soil Sludge is not sent to landfill. No need 

application. amendment for a sludge diversion program. 
Industrial Nol disposed of in No recycling IS SLO: Industrial sludge lS Sludge is not disposed of at landfill. No 
sludge landfill occurnng. transferred outside of the county diversion program is needed. 

for processing and disposal. 
AG,AT, PR, GB, MB, PB, 
CNTY: Industrial sludge is not 
generated. 

Tires AG: 0.7% AG, AT, PR, MB, PB, AG, AT, GB, MB, PB, SLO, The diversion alternatives will be 
AT: 0.5% SLO, CNTY: Most CNTY: Tires are sent to a examined for the because tires are 
PR: 0.2% tires are recycled private vendor, or landfilled. bulky, hard to handle, and a potential 
GB: 0.8% through a private AT: Some tires are retreaded. hazard. 
MB: 0.3% vendor. The maJonty of tires are 
PB: 0.3% AG, PB: The stockpiled at (fonner) Bud's Used 
SLO: 2.8% remainder is disposed Tires where they are cut and await 
CNTY:0.4% of at the landfill. lransf er to market 

MB, SLO, CNTY: PR: Some tires are retreaded 
Some tires are locally. Tire companies ill the 
retreaded. area ship used tires outside of the 
AT : Chicago Grade area for processing. 
does not accept tires. 
PR: The landfill 
accepts remaining tires. 
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Table 5-7 ( continued) 

SUMMARY OF EXISTING SPECIAL WASTE ACTMTIES AND DIVERSION PROGRAM NEEDS (continued) 
Special Waste Percent of Total Current Recycling Current Disposal Method Need for a Diversion Program 

Wastt Activities 

Tires (cont) see preVIous page GB: Most tires are see previous page see previous page 
sent to the landfill. 
Some tires are being 
diverted through 
private vendors. 
MB, CNTY: Attempts 
have been made at 
physical reuse. 

White goods AG: 0.1% Some white goods are Most white goods entering the White goods diversion alternatives will 
AT: 0.5% repaired and reused waste stream are salvaged at the be examined because white goods are 
PR: 0.3% and the remaining are landfill. bulky and contain hazardous elements. 
GB: 0.1% salvaged at the landfill. 
MB: 0.6% 
PB: 0.1% . 

SLO: 0.6% 
CNTY:0.4% 
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