
CHAPTER3 

COUNTY PROFILE AND PLAN ADMINISTRATION (CCR 18757.3) 

3.1 PROFILE 

San Luis Obispo County is located in the middle of the Central California Coast, between San Francisco and Los Angeles. 
The County is bounded on the west by the Pacific Ocean, on the north by Monterey County. To the east lies Kem County, 
and to the south is Santa Barbara County. 

The county is composed of the unincorporated County and seven incorporated cities. The incorporated cities are Arroyo 
Grande, Atascadero, Paso Robles, Grover Beach, Morro Bay, Pismo Beach and San Luis Obispo. 

The landscape throughout San Luis Obispo County varies greatly. The area has five principal mountain ranges. These 
ranges are not substantial in size, but they are large enough to affect the weather of the surrounding areas. The northeastern 
portion of the county is part of the Salinas valley and is made up of low lying flat lands. The northern coastal areas of San 
Simeon are rugged, and the southern areas near Pismo Beach are known for the sweeping sand dunes. 

The climate of the central coast is comparable to that of the Mediterranean. The climate is strongly influenced by the 
geographic characteristics and by the Pacific Ocean. A high pressure system is commonly located over the ocean, and 
tends to strengthen afternoon and evening onshore winds. During the summer months the temperature averages 84° during 
the day and 60° at night. The winter is cooler with daytime temperatures averaging at 64° and nighttime temperatures at 
43°. The rainy season occurs during the winter months and the average rainfall is 22 inches. 

3.2 DEMOGRAPmcs 

Highway 101 is the major transportation route that runs through San Luis Obispo County. Highway IOI runs north and 
south and provides access to a network of other roadways, such as state routes 41 and 46. These roadways provide access 
to many of the major cities of California Additionally, Highway I runs through the county along the coastline. 

San Luis Obispo County offers a local airport that provides access to the major cities of California. :rtie airport is located 
in the City of San Luis Obispo. The public transportation system (Central Coast Area Transit) operates along six major 
routes. Five of these routes offer access to the city of San Luis Obispo. The public transportation system offers access to 
all the cities of San Luis Obispo County. However, access to the smaller cities is fairly limited. 

San Luis Obispo is one of California's 10 fastest growing counties. In the past 25 years the .population has doubled. Based 
on 1994 figures from the Department of Finance the current population is approximately 232,400 people. The incorporated 
cities contain over half of the population with 135,000 people. By the year 2000 the population is expected to grow to 
301,850 people. The county growth rate is significantly higher than the growth rate that is projected for the entire state. 

The 1990 census reported that the majority of the population is Caucasian (89.14%), 2.64% is Afro-American, 2.85% 
Asian, 13.32% Hispanic, 1.01% Native American, and 4.34% other. The average age of the residents is 33 years old. The 
majority of the population is under the age of 44. The median income for San Luis Obispo County is $42,300, which is 
lower than other Central Coast Counties. A majority of the population lives in single family dwellings (64,627), only 
18,674 live in multi-unit dwellings, and 11 ,058 live in mobile dwellings. The average property value is $215,300. The 
future housing trends for the area will be strongly influenced by the changes in manufacturing, trade and service sectors. 

Historically, the economy is San Luis Obispo County has been oriented toward agriculture services and tourism. After 
1940 a diversified economy resulted from increases in the service and trade sectors. The labor force is divided into eight 
major sections. The largest sector of the labor force is the Service division that makes up 30.8% of the work force. Trade 
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